44th Session of the Baltic Assembly & 31st Baltic Council – Riga, 13–14 November 2025

Dear colleagues,
[bookmark: _Hlk212100958]It is a great pleasure and an honour to address you today on behalf of the Interregional Parliamentary Council (IPC).
The Interregional Parliamentary Council serves as a consultative parliamentary assembly and a forum for cross-border cooperation within the Greater Region, which is composed of the following entities: Saarland and Rhineland-Palatinate in Germany; the Grand Est region in France; the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg; and, in Belgium, Wallonia, the Federation Wallonia-Brussels, and the German-speaking Community of Belgium.
Our aim is to strengthen interregional dialogue, exchange best practices, and find practical solutions to challenges that affect people living and working across borders.
At the moment, the Interregional Parliamentary Council is, for example, discussing the Benelux Police Cooperation Treaty, a topic that is directly linked to cross-border safety and trust. This shows how regional parliaments can play an active role in identifying issues that go beyond national boundaries and proposing constructive ways forward.
But beyond individual topics, there is a broader vision that guides our work: the idea of a truly interconnected Europe, where borders do not divide citizens but connect solutions. In border regions, people experience Europe not as an abstract concept, but as something that directly shapes their daily lives. Our regions are living laboratories for European integration – places where cooperation becomes tangible.

In this sense, I believe that the Baltic Assembly and the Interregional Parliamentary Council have much in common and can learn a great deal from one another. Both institutions deal with similar questions – mobility, energy transition, education, security, and environmental protection. Both seek to make European cooperation more practical and more meaningful for citizens. And both understand that the strength of Europe lies not only in the decisions taken in Brussels, but also in the initiatives developed in its regions and neighbouring states.
Our priority for the coming years must be to strengthen the links between our assemblies – to build networks, exchange experiences, and make sure that regional and national parliaments work hand in hand. The more connected we are, the greater our collective impact will be.
There is, of course, a structural difference: while the Baltic Assembly brings together sovereign states, the Interregional Parliamentary Council unites regions and one sovereign state. But precisely in this difference lies our complementarity. Regions can serve as testing grounds for innovation, while national parliaments can anchor successful initiatives politically.
Ultimately, we share the same ambition: to make European cooperation real, visible, and beneficial for all citizens – no matter on which side of a border they live.
Thank you very much for your attention. 
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